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QUICK FACTS

NAME: Georges Seurat

OCCUPATION: Painter

BIRTH DATE: December 02, 1859

DEATH DATE: March 29, 1891

DID YOU KNOW?: Seurat's masterpiece "A
Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande
Jatte" inspired Stephen Sondheim to compose
the musical "Sunday in the Park with George."

EDUCATION: École des Beaux-Arts

PLACE OF BIRTH: Paris, France

PLACE OF DEATH: Paris, France

AKA: Pierre-Georges Seurat

AKA: Georges Seurat

FULL NAME: Georges Pierre Seurat

BEST KNOWN FOR

The artist Georges Seurat is best known
for originating the Pointillist method of
painting, using small dot-like strokes of
color in works such as "A Sunday on La
Grande Jatte."
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Synopsis

he artist Georges Seurat was born on December 2, 1859, in
Paris, France. After training at the École des Beaux-Arts, he

broke free of tradition. Taking his technique a step beyond
Impressionism, he painted with small strokes of pure color that seem
to blend when viewed from a distance. This method, called
Pointillism, is showcased in major works of the 1880s such as "A
Sunday on La Grande Jatte." Seurat's career was cut short when he
died of illness on March 29, 1891, in Paris.

Early Life

Georges Pierre Seurat was born on
December 2, 1859, in Paris,
France. His father, Antoine-
Chrysostome Seurat, was a
customs official who was often
away from home. Seurat and his
brother, Emile, and sister, Marie-
Berthe, were raised primarily by
their mother, Ernestine (Faivre)
Seurat, in Paris.

Seurat received his earliest art
lessons from an uncle. He began
his formal art education around
1875, when he began attending a
local art school and studying
under sculptor Justin Lequien.

Artistic Training and
Influences

From 1878 to 1879, Georges Seurat was enrolled at the famous École
des Beaux-Arts in Paris, where he received training under artist
Henri Lehmann. However, feeling frustrated with the school's strict
academic methods, he left and continued to study on his own. He
admired the new large-scale paintings of Puvis de Chavannes, and in
April 1879, he visited the Fourth Impressionist Exhibition and saw
radical new works by Impressionist painters Claude Monet and
Camille Pissarro. The Impressionists' ways of conveying light and
atmosphere influenced Seurat's own thinking about painting.
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Seurat was also interested in the science behind art, and he did a
good deal of reading on perception, color theory and the
psychological power of line and form. Two books that affected his
development as an artist were Principles of Harmony and Contrast of
Colors, written by chemist Michel-Eugène Chevreul, and Essay on
the Unmistakable Signs of Art, by painter/writer Humbert de
Superville.

New Approaches and Neo-Impressionism

Seurat exhibited a drawing in the annual Salon, a major state-
sponsored exhibition, for the first time in 1883. However, when he
was rejected by the Salon the following year, he banded together
with other artists to found the Salon des Indépendants, a more
progressive series of unjuried exhibitions.

In the mid-1880s, Seurat developed a style of painting that came to
be called Divisionism or Pointillism. Rather than blending colors
together on his palette, he dabbed tiny strokes or "points" of pure
color onto the canvas. When he placed colors side by side, they
would appear to blend when viewed from a distance, producing
luminous, shimmering color effects through "optical mixing."

Seurat continued the work of the Impressionists, not only through his
experiments with technique, but through his interest in everyday
subject matter. He and his colleagues often took inspiration from the
streets of the city, from its cabarets and nightclubs, and from the
parks and landscapes of the Paris suburbs.

1  2  |  Next Page

http://quiz.biography.com/
http://www.biography.com/people/groups/artists/painters
http://www.biography.com/people/groups/artists
http://www.biography.com/people/groups?profile=9479599&page=1
http://c.featurelink.com/Tracking/LinkHit.ashx?eradomain=as.vs4entertainment.com&location=8b295370-d93f-49a4-b935-c4cba12d2514&pubid=biographycompeople&req=8aa3f923-bbb4-499c-898f-f94e8512b8e6&fp=AJ7nP_2ZfQzG_2TjW4cV88GYjEl_1BpXAy_1DYxmMvXvkyc3m8nVcDVC57zxVCth8zHegU_2eBIs6sajGXlfADLm_2sNc&matchtype=-7&blockid=standard&blockindex=0&adindex=0&au=0&at=0&referrer=http%3a%2f%2fwww.biography.com%2fpeople%2fgeorges-seurat-9479599&ig=764a38c4-3b9a-49e4-9923-97ddc6ce9ba1
http://c.featurelink.com/Tracking/LinkHit.ashx?eradomain=as.vs4entertainment.com&location=a2b49796-88e5-4324-b303-4d9ecd7f50ca&pubid=biographycompeople&req=8aa3f923-bbb4-499c-898f-f94e8512b8e6&fp=APXMzZ4NZ_18bxdP107jAh8saxjGA4l_2cPlLoBxFKl1j5e5QN2c8RaVUp_2VsChtQKfq4ty43Gc9FnQ2DpAVY2lrg&matchtype=-7&blockid=standard&blockindex=0&adindex=1&au=0&at=0&referrer=http%3a%2f%2fwww.biography.com%2fpeople%2fgeorges-seurat-9479599&ig=89119336-cfe6-486c-8e44-7b472ee29dbc
http://c.featurelink.com/Tracking/fch.ashx?eradomain=as.vs4entertainment.com&location=72c7d8bd-bc3b-4605-b1a9-4da2b7d09b7e&s=AOaK8LeqCqaAo50tnkCUDbg&c=ANqARRXtIqHSJFSvDR4oaQ5PFQRSb7uOiE7J3R3YxamjaImjPFjICkcN2AxzPAqTRrB3eaQZtvGr6da_1DxfK91ofH6zIzxOLpkvQL1hfeJlSLF8WKcPjTdBm7Rlay2cERpthcR_105csXcR3HH8_2KPXQsorGDIVNzQgnLOVcXe2_2v60LAslwx2JTUULXA5EORqhowKOwoBXcxJtC_1sEZMueGUkRWI0iRYaCPjY6MwSfdkD_1CEDeyxdxWo_1KYBjM2BD6Ab_2KLQx6JS9yt6HW5wmnZ3c89jAJ4qe4BMBWo5LcWF1UvdawQ4csoSow81_1dfO_2u1DZBcnxTS55jWHybB9mKWsnifce_1p3StN7j3wKBLN8mEX_2xTacxWCE4RMYhtJr4Td0e7p3ycUF_1DzMg_2A6UPE&pubid=biographycompeople&req=8aa3f923-bbb4-499c-898f-f94e8512b8e6&fp=AO4cM8uoF0_1G0I8u_24WecTVuoNT1O_20NgW9Yk9o4Pjwer0bBTL_2iUUa6NC53m10OnSK1TYZfO4FIFWACQtHkj1U&categoryids=11281%7c1.7766%2c11298%7c1&matchtype=5&blockid=standard&blockindex=0&adindex=2&au=0&at=0&referrer=http%3a%2f%2fwww.biography.com%2fpeople%2fgeorges-seurat-9479599&ig=588b3490-3d65-4ed0-90d8-5479f69378c7&vis=F
http://c.featurelink.com/Tracking/fch.ashx?eradomain=as.vs4entertainment.com&location=72c7d8bd-bc3b-4605-b1a9-4da2b7d09b7e&s=AOaK8LeqCqaAo50tnkCUDbg&c=ANqARRXtIqHSJFSvDR4oaQ5PFQRSb7uOiE7J3R3YxamjaImjPFjICkcN2AxzPAqTRrB3eaQZtvGr6da_1DxfK91ofH6zIzxOLpkvQL1hfeJlSLF8WKcPjTdBm7Rlay2cERpthcR_105csXcR3HH8_2KPXQsorGDIVNzQgnLOVcXe2_2v60LAslwx2JTUULXA5EORqhowKOwoBXcxJtC_1sEZMueGUkRWI0iRYaCPjY6MwSfdkD_1CEDeyxdxWo_1KYBjM2BD6Ab_2KLQx6JS9yt6HW5wmnZ3c89jAJ4qe4BMBWo5LcWF1UvdawQ4csoSow81_1dfO_2u1DZBcnxTS55jWHybB9mKWsnifce_1p3StN7j3wKBLN8mEX_2xTacxWCE4RMYhtJr4Td0e7p3ycUF_1DzMg_2A6UPE&pubid=biographycompeople&req=8aa3f923-bbb4-499c-898f-f94e8512b8e6&fp=AO4cM8uoF0_1G0I8u_24WecTVuoNT1O_20NgW9Yk9o4Pjwer0bBTL_2iUUa6NC53m10OnSK1TYZfO4FIFWACQtHkj1U&categoryids=11281%7c1.7766%2c11298%7c1&matchtype=5&blockid=standard&blockindex=0&adindex=2&au=0&at=0&referrer=http%3a%2f%2fwww.biography.com%2fpeople%2fgeorges-seurat-9479599&ig=588b3490-3d65-4ed0-90d8-5479f69378c7&vis=F
http://c.featurelink.com/Tracking/fch.ashx?eradomain=as.vs4entertainment.com&location=72c7d8bd-bc3b-4605-b1a9-4da2b7d09b7e&s=AOaK8LeqCqaAo50tnkCUDbg&c=ANqARRXtIqHSJFSvDR4oaQ5PFQRSb7uOiE7J3R3YxamjaImjPFjICkcN2AxzPAqTRrB3eaQZtvGr6da_1DxfK91ofH6zIzxOLpkvQL1hfeJlSLF8WKcPjTdBm7Rlay2cERpthcR_105csXcR3HH8_2KPXQsorGDIVNzQgnLOVcXe2_2v60LAslwx2JTUULXA5EORqhowKOwoBXcxJtC_1sEZMueGUkRWI0iRYaCPjY6MwSfdkD_1CEDeyxdxWo_1KYBjM2BD6Ab_2KLQx6JS9yt6HW5wmnZ3c89jAJ4qe4BMBWo5LcWF1UvdawQ4csoSow81_1dfO_2u1DZBcnxTS55jWHybB9mKWsnifce_1p3StN7j3wKBLN8mEX_2xTacxWCE4RMYhtJr4Td0e7p3ycUF_1DzMg_2A6UPE&pubid=biographycompeople&req=8aa3f923-bbb4-499c-898f-f94e8512b8e6&fp=AO4cM8uoF0_1G0I8u_24WecTVuoNT1O_20NgW9Yk9o4Pjwer0bBTL_2iUUa6NC53m10OnSK1TYZfO4FIFWACQtHkj1U&categoryids=11281%7c1.7766%2c11298%7c1&matchtype=5&blockid=standard&blockindex=0&adindex=2&au=0&at=0&referrer=http%3a%2f%2fwww.biography.com%2fpeople%2fgeorges-seurat-9479599&ig=588b3490-3d65-4ed0-90d8-5479f69378c7&vis=F
http://c.featurelink.com/Tracking/fch.ashx?eradomain=as.vs4entertainment.com&location=151416eb-6a67-5166-6d28-ff9617cd11cc&s=AOaK8LeqCqaAo50tnkCUDbg&c=AJvJtxSl0MAnmQ83AiRpRcTnOK7n6H6CwzVp547tpV9SdCdLmnp_2XjeLP0x5IKU0QULSe5j8kSbKLMwYPHad0mwRnRN9qNmqzMsBc7UeDIXEqOAxccVevJhabcJs1hYMsMT8AEU2DcUoqJOrUnqh4DMGUP0vyU_1MWDRJbg_1G5kLU7X7ugRPexajZfsVY_2U_2DxTVSfdPCTY2NyazcsuQmnt0IP9wxmJqwyqOf7TPvX_2vGWOqxcLNUmcOdtjdr8v5c6RmL2725yIyQSCTg_17oec0ao30Sk_2Ncc7u4h4NoSz8FH1NTbQ8IOLkcFMt_2lzgemY1H_1Nhn9t5x6tlM_15YiiHf60nQWyEZw6zh1SbfNIsvI9&pubid=biographycompeople&req=8aa3f923-bbb4-499c-898f-f94e8512b8e6&fp=AOjCJ9W9vVuPCdJ_2RuEAEQxiJPghqtDQVaPlF31ZavHGijdDg5b7rsVAzB5yyMh5vcTuzEkSsN4hxoHrjnoHQF4&categoryids=3531%7c0.325581&matchtype=5&blockid=standard&blockindex=0&adindex=3&au=0&at=0&referrer=http%3a%2f%2fwww.biography.com%2fpeople%2fgeorges-seurat-9479599&ig=21c41b77-2d9f-486b-9987-3afc87066326&vis=F
http://c.featurelink.com/Tracking/fch.ashx?eradomain=as.vs4entertainment.com&location=151416eb-6a67-5166-6d28-ff9617cd11cc&s=AOaK8LeqCqaAo50tnkCUDbg&c=AJvJtxSl0MAnmQ83AiRpRcTnOK7n6H6CwzVp547tpV9SdCdLmnp_2XjeLP0x5IKU0QULSe5j8kSbKLMwYPHad0mwRnRN9qNmqzMsBc7UeDIXEqOAxccVevJhabcJs1hYMsMT8AEU2DcUoqJOrUnqh4DMGUP0vyU_1MWDRJbg_1G5kLU7X7ugRPexajZfsVY_2U_2DxTVSfdPCTY2NyazcsuQmnt0IP9wxmJqwyqOf7TPvX_2vGWOqxcLNUmcOdtjdr8v5c6RmL2725yIyQSCTg_17oec0ao30Sk_2Ncc7u4h4NoSz8FH1NTbQ8IOLkcFMt_2lzgemY1H_1Nhn9t5x6tlM_15YiiHf60nQWyEZw6zh1SbfNIsvI9&pubid=biographycompeople&req=8aa3f923-bbb4-499c-898f-f94e8512b8e6&fp=AOjCJ9W9vVuPCdJ_2RuEAEQxiJPghqtDQVaPlF31ZavHGijdDg5b7rsVAzB5yyMh5vcTuzEkSsN4hxoHrjnoHQF4&categoryids=3531%7c0.325581&matchtype=5&blockid=standard&blockindex=0&adindex=3&au=0&at=0&referrer=http%3a%2f%2fwww.biography.com%2fpeople%2fgeorges-seurat-9479599&ig=21c41b77-2d9f-486b-9987-3afc87066326&vis=F
http://c.featurelink.com/Tracking/fch.ashx?eradomain=as.vs4entertainment.com&location=151416eb-6a67-5166-6d28-ff9617cd11cc&s=AOaK8LeqCqaAo50tnkCUDbg&c=AJvJtxSl0MAnmQ83AiRpRcTnOK7n6H6CwzVp547tpV9SdCdLmnp_2XjeLP0x5IKU0QULSe5j8kSbKLMwYPHad0mwRnRN9qNmqzMsBc7UeDIXEqOAxccVevJhabcJs1hYMsMT8AEU2DcUoqJOrUnqh4DMGUP0vyU_1MWDRJbg_1G5kLU7X7ugRPexajZfsVY_2U_2DxTVSfdPCTY2NyazcsuQmnt0IP9wxmJqwyqOf7TPvX_2vGWOqxcLNUmcOdtjdr8v5c6RmL2725yIyQSCTg_17oec0ao30Sk_2Ncc7u4h4NoSz8FH1NTbQ8IOLkcFMt_2lzgemY1H_1Nhn9t5x6tlM_15YiiHf60nQWyEZw6zh1SbfNIsvI9&pubid=biographycompeople&req=8aa3f923-bbb4-499c-898f-f94e8512b8e6&fp=AOjCJ9W9vVuPCdJ_2RuEAEQxiJPghqtDQVaPlF31ZavHGijdDg5b7rsVAzB5yyMh5vcTuzEkSsN4hxoHrjnoHQF4&categoryids=3531%7c0.325581&matchtype=5&blockid=standard&blockindex=0&adindex=3&au=0&at=0&referrer=http%3a%2f%2fwww.biography.com%2fpeople%2fgeorges-seurat-9479599&ig=21c41b77-2d9f-486b-9987-3afc87066326&vis=F
http://www.featurelink.com/Advertiser/Registration/Register.aspx
http://www.biography.com/people/georges-seurat-9479599
http://www.biography.com/people/vincent-van-gogh-9515695
http://www.biography.com/people/paul-gauguin-9307741
http://www.biography.com/people/pablo-picasso-9440021
http://www.biography.com/people/jackson-pollock-9443818
http://www.biography.com/people/vincent-van-gogh-9515695
http://www.biography.com/people/paul-gauguin-9307741
http://www.biography.com/people/vincent-van-gogh-9515695
http://www.biography.com/people/pablo-picasso-9440021
http://www.biography.com/people/paul-gauguin-9307741
http://www.biography.com/people/jackson-pollock-9443818
http://www.biography.com/people/pablo-picasso-9440021
http://www.biography.com/support
http://www.biography.com/people/georges-seurat-9479599?page=2
http://www.biography.com/people/georges-seurat-9479599?page=2

