
QUICK FACTS
NAME: Jackson Pollock
OCCUPATION: Painter
BIRTH DATE: January 28, 1912
DEATH DATE: August 11, 1956
PLACE OF BIRTH: Cody, Wyoming
PLACE OF DEATH: East Hampton, New York
FULL NAME: Paul Jackson Pollock
AKA: Jackson Pollock

BEST KNOWN FOR

Famous 20th century artist Jackson
Pollock revolutionized the world of modern
art with his unique abstract painting
techniques.

Jackson Pollock  biography
SYNOPSIS

Born on January 28, 1912, in Cody, Wyoming, artist Jackson Pollock studied under Thomas Hart Benton before leaving
traditional techniques to explore abstraction expressionism via his splatter and action pieces, which involved pouring paint and
other media directly onto canvases. Pollock was both renowned and critiqued for his conventions. He died after driving drunk
and crashing into a tree in New York in 1956, at age 44.

EARLY LIFE

Paul Jackson Pollock was born on January 28, 1912 in Cody, Wyoming. His father, LeRoy Pollock, was a farmer and a
government land surveyor, and his mother, Stella May McClure, was a fierce woman with artistic ambitions. The youngest of
five brothers, he was a needy child and was often in search of attention that he did not receive.

During his youth, Pollock's family moved around the West, to Arizona and throughout California. When Pollock was 8, his
father, who was an abusive alcoholic, left the family, and Pollock's older brother, Charles, became like a father to him. Charles
was an artist, and was considered to be the best in the family. He had a significant influence on his younger brother's future
ambitions. While the family was living in Los Angeles, Pollock enrolled in the Manual Arts High School, where he learned to
draw but had little success expressing himself. He was eventually expelled for starting fights.

In 1930, at age 18, Pollock moved to New York City to live with his brother, Charles. He soon began studying with Charles's
art teacher, representational regionalist painter Thomas Hart Benton. Pollock spent much of his time with Benton, often
babysitting Benton's young son, and the Bentons eventually became like the family Pollock felt he never had.

When Pollock's father died suddenly in 1933, he fell into a deep depression. He got drunk one night and started a fight with
Charles's wife, Elizabeth. During the fight, Pollock threatened her with an ax, and then turned around and sliced through one of
his brothe'’s paintings, which had been scheduled for an upcoming exhibition. Pollock was forced to leave Charles's house, and
in 1934, his brother Sanford arrived in New York to help take care of him.

THE DEPRESSION ERA

During the Depression, President Franklin D. Roosevelt started a program called the Public Works of Art Project, one of many
intended to jumpstart the economy. Artists such as Pollock were given $24.86 to do 20 hours of work a week. The program resulted in thousands of works of art by Pollock and
contemporaries such as José Clemente Orozco, Willem de Kooning and Mark Rothko.

But despite being busy with work, Pollock could not stop drinking. In 1937, he began receiving psychiatric treatment for alcoholism from a Jungian analyst who fueled his
interest in symbolism and Native American art. In 1939, Pollock discovered Pablo Picasso's show at the Museum of Modern Art. Picasso's artistic experimentation encouraged
Pollock to push the boundaries of his own work.

LOVE AND WORK

In 1942, Pollock met Lee Krasner, a Jewish contemporary artist and an established painter in her own right, at a party.

She later visited Pollock at his studio and was impressed with his art. They soon became romantically involved.

Around this time, Peggy Guggenheim began expressing interest in Pollock's paintings. During a meeting she had with the painter Pete Norman, he saw some of Pollock’s
paintings lying on the floor and commented that Pollock’s art was possibly the most original American art he had seen. Guggenheim immediately put Pollock on contract.

Krasner and Pollock married in October 1945, and with the help of a $2,000 loan from Guggenheim, bought a farmhouse in the Springs area of East Hampton, on Long Island.
Guggenheim gave Pollock a stipend to work, and Krasner dedicated her time to helping promote and manage his artwork. Pollock was happy to be in the country again,
surrounded by nature, which had a major impact on his projects. He was energized by his new surroundings and by his supportive wife. In 1946, he converted the barn to a
private studio, where he continued to develop his "drip" technique, the paint literally flowing off of his tools and onto the canvases that he typically placed on the floor.

In 1947, Guggenheim turned Pollock over to Betty Parsons, who was not able to pay him a stipend but would give him money as his artwork sold.

THE "DRIP PERIOD"
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Pollock's most famous paintings were made during this "drip period" between 1947 and 1950. He became wildly popular after being featured in a four-page spread, on August
8, 1949, in Life magazine. The article asked of Pollock, "Is he the greatest living painter in the United States?" The Life article changed Pollock's life overnight. Many other
artists resented his fame, and some of his friends suddenly became competitors. As his fame grew, some critics began calling Pollock a fraud, causing even him to question his
own work. During this time he would often look to Krasner to determine which paintings were good, unable to make the differentiation himself.

In 1949, Pollock's show at the Betty Parsons Gallery sold out, and he suddenly became the best-paid avant-garde painter in America. But fame was not good for Pollock, who,
as a result of it, became dismissive of other artists, even his former teach and mentor, Thomas Hart Benton. Furthermore, acts of self-promotion made him feel like a phony, and
he would sometimes give interviews in which his answers were scripted. When Hans Namuth, a documentary photographer, began producing a film of Pollock working,
Pollock found it impossible to "perform" for the camera. Instead, he went back to drinking heavily.

Pollock's 1950 show at the Parsons gallery did not sell, though many of the paintings included, such as his "Number 4, 1950," are considered masterpieces today. It was during
this time that Pollock began to consider symbolic titles misleading, and instead began using numbers and dates for each work he completed. Pollock's art also became darker in
color. He abandoned the "drip" method, and began painting in black and white, which proved unsuccessful. Depressed and haunted, Pollock would frequently meet his friends
at the nearby Cedar Bar, drinking until it closed and getting into violent fights.

Concerned for Pollock's well-being, Krasner called on Pollock's mother to help. Her presence helped to stabilize Pollock, and he began to paint again. He completed his
masterpiece, "The Deep," during this period.

But as the demand from collectors for Pollock's art grew, so too did the pressure he felt, and with it his alcoholism.

DOWNFALL AND DEATH

Overwhelmed with Pollock's needs, Krasner was also unable to work. Their marriage became troubled, and Pollock's health was failing. He started dating other women, and by
1956, he had quit painting, and his marriage was in shambles. Krasner reluctantly left for Paris to give Pollock space.

Just after 10 p.m. on August 11, 1956, Pollock, who had been drinking, crashed his car into a tree less than a mile from his home. Ruth Kligman, his girlfriend at the time, was
thrown from the car and survived. Another passenger, Edith Metzger, was killed, and Pollock was thrown 50 feet into the air and into a birch tree. He died immediately.

Krasner returned from France to bury Pollock, and subsequently went into a mourning that would last the rest of her life. Retaining her creativity and productivity, Krasner
lived and painted for another 20 years. She also managed the sale of Pollock's paintings, carefully distributing them to museums. Before her death, Krasner set up the Pollock-
Krasner Foundation, which gives grants to young, promising artists. When Krasner died on June 19, 1984, the estate was worth $20 million.

LEGACY

In December 1956, the year after his death, Pollock was given a memorial retrospective exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art in New York City, and then another in 1967.
His work has continued to be honored on a large scale, with frequent exhibitions at both the MoMA in New York and the Tate in London. He remains one of the most
influential artists of the 20th century.
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