
"The Bath" by Mary Cassatt

ART APPRECIATION

Today your child learned about the painting "The Bath." It was painted in the late 
1800's by an American artist named Mary Cassatt. We learned that is was very 
unusual for a woman to be an artist and have a career other than being a mother 
150 years ago. She was also unique because she was from Pennsylvania at a 
time when most artists were from France or Italy.

Some of the concepts we discussed about the artwork were:

Mothers and Children : Despite not having children of her own, her favorite
subject to paint was mothers and children.

Everyday scenes : Instead of painting formal portraits, Mary Cassatt liked to 
portray people doing 'everyday' things, like bathing and caring for one another.

Pattern : Her use of pattern throughout the painting leads the viewer's eye to look 
at the entire scene.
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